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NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMeemmbbeerr  FFeeddeerraattiioonnss  ||  GGeenneerraall  CCooEESSSS  nneewwss  
 
VPB (Dutch CoESS member) finalises collective bargaining agreement for the private security sector 
 

 

Both VPB members and their trade union counterparts agreed to the 2008-2010 collective bargaining 
agreement. Next year, the social partners will focus on the topic of job evaluation. The new wage 
structure will be based on the weight of private security functions. This weight has already been 
established by the social partners on the basis of an assessment, which was executed by an expert 
agency. 

 
 Source: Checklist VPB | December 2008 
 For further information, please consult the VPB website: http://www.vpb.nl. 
 
USP (French CoESS member) signs framework agreement with the State Secretariat for Employment 
 

 

On December 16, 2008 USP (Union des Entreprises de Sécurité Privée), French 
CoESS member, and the French State Secretary for Employment, Laurent 
Wauquiez, signed a framework agreement to validate private security employment 
by creating 100,000 new jobs by 2015. From 2009-2015, 15,000 additional jobs will 
be created each year. 
 
 Source: USP | December 16, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the USP website: 

http://www.securite-privee.org/l-usp-signe-une-convention-avec-le.html. 

 
SNES (French CoESS member) – National Private Security Congress 
 

 

On December 4-5, 2008 SNES (Syndicat National des Entreprises de Sécurité), French 
CoESS member, organised its National Private Security Congress focusing on the future 
of the French private security industry in terms of employment, quality of services, 
competition and the image of the sector. 

 
 Source: SNES | December 28, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the SNES website: http://www.e-snes.org/TLN/TLN_DEC08/tln_sommaire.html. 
 
Private Security in Europe – CoESS Facts & Figures 2008 
 

 

CoESS is proud to present the official outcomes of its research project „Private 
Security in Europe – CoESS Facts & Figures 2008‟, which was initiated earlier this 
year and aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the private security 
industry. The study covers a wide geographical area targeting a total of 34 
countries, i.e. the 27 EU Member States as well as 7 other European countries: 
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland and 
Turkey. It allows for an updated and accurate outline of the private security sector 
focusing on the legal, social and economic realities within the 34 countries, and 
looks to identify similarities and differences among these countries. CoESS‟ Facts 
& Figures 2008 is the only available analysis at European level to offer 
representative and exhaustive statistical and factual information about the 
European private security industry today! 
 
CoESS would hereby like to warmly thank all contributors for the time and efforts 
they were willing to invest in order to achieve this successful result! Your 
continued support will help to create a complete and realistic picture of the 
private security sector among all stakeholders involved and will strengthen the 
voice of the industry in tomorrow‟s Europe! 

http://www.vpb.nl/
http://www.securite-privee.org/l-usp-signe-une-convention-avec-le.html
http://www.e-snes.org/TLN/TLN_DEC08/tln_sommaire.html
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We therefore invite you to use this analysis also at national level in order to create 
awareness and encourage positive legal and socio-economic developments within 
your respective countries. 

 
 To download and review the full study, please consult the CoESS website: 

http://www.coess.eu/pdf/CoESS_Facts_Figures_2008.pdf. 
 
CoESS/INHES First European Summit on Private Security – December 15, 2008 (Paris, France) 
 

 

On December 15, 2008 CoESS, with the support of INHES, Institut National des Hautes 
Etudes de Sécurité, launched its first European Summit on Private Security at the 
Ministry of the Interior in Paris, France. The Summit brought together players from the 
27 EU Member States active in the field of private and public security and was organised 
in the framework of the French Presidency of the European Union under the auspices of 
Nicolas Sarkozy, President of the French Republic, and Michèle Alliot-Marie, Minister of 
the Interior and Overseas Territories. The Summit had a double ambition: taking stock 
of security strategies throughout Europe and proposing major outlines and future 
missions in the field of security, both at European and at national level. On the occasion 
of this event, CoESS and INHES unveiled the content of a joint White Paper entitled 
“Private Security and its Role in European Security”. Its objective is to bring to the 
table a unique perspective on the various European security policies. 

 
 To download the White Paper, please consult the CoESS website: http://www.coess.eu/pdf/CoESS-INHES_White_Paper-

Private_Security.pdf. 
 
CoESS’ comments to the European Commission Consultation regarding a review of the European Sectoral Social Dialogue 
 
On December 4, 2008 CoESS officially communicated its comments to the European Commission Consultation of the European social 
partners for a review of the implementation of the Commission Communication and Decision of 20 May 1998. The European 
Commission wishes to evaluate the implementation of its 1998 Decision in order to strengthen and promote European Sectoral Social 
Dialogue structures and their functioning in accordance with Articles 138 and 139 of the EC Treaty. 
 
 To review CoESS‟ comments, please consult the CoESS website: 

http://www.coess.eu/pdf/comments_to_EC_Consultation_ESSDC.pdf. 
 To review the European Commission Consultation, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/social_dialogue/docs/questionnaire2009_en.pdf. 
 To review the European Commission Communication and Decision of 20 May 1998, please consult the European Commission 

website: http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/social_dialogue/docs/decision98_500_en.pdf. 
 
 

NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCooEESSSS  WWoorrkkiinngg  CCoommmmiitttteeeess  
 
CoESS Working Committee Critical Infrastructure – December 9, 2008 (Brussels) 
 
On December 9, 2008 the first meeting of the newly-established Working Committee Critical Infrastructure took place, presided by 
Working Committee Chairman Michael Clarke. The Working Committee agreed on a definition of critical infrastructure, reviewed 
current EU policies on Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) and discussed the risks and opportunities for CoESS members raised by 
these EU policies, leading to clear objectives and an initial action plan for the working group. 
 
 The minutes of the Working Committee Critical Infrastructure of December 9, 2008 will soon be made available on the CoESS 

intranet site: http://coess.org/intranet/login.php. Please note that you will have to login to be able to consult the document. 
In case you have any difficulties logging in, please contact the CoESS General Secretariat. 

 
 

http://www.coess.eu/pdf/CoESS_Facts_Figures_2008.pdf
http://www.coess.eu/pdf/CoESS-INHES_White_Paper-Private_Security.pdf
http://www.coess.eu/pdf/CoESS-INHES_White_Paper-Private_Security.pdf
http://www.coess.eu/pdf/comments_to_EC_Consultation_ESSDC.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/social_dialogue/docs/questionnaire2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/social_dialogue/docs/decision98_500_en.pdf
http://coess.org/intranet/login.php
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NNeewwss  ffrroomm  AASSSSAA--II  ((AAvviiaattiioonn  SSeeccuurriittyy  SSeerrvviicceess  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall))  
 
AVSEC 2008 
 
The AVSEC 2008 took place this year in South Korea on November 11-13, 2008 under the aegis of IATA, ACI and ECAC. This year‟s 
conference was dealing with „Risk management: a common sense approach‟. 
 
 Source: Air Transport News | November 29, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the Air Transport News website: 

http://www.airtransportnews.aero/analysis.pl?acateg=reports. 
 
Air passengers’ rights: Commission reiterates its priorities and highlights its planned action for 2009 
 
On the European Commission‟s initiative, a meeting on the rights of passengers travelling by air was held on December 2-3, 2008. 
The event, which brought together the trade and national administrations, reviewed the application of European regulations. The 
Commission announced its intention to adopt the corrective measures required early next year. “Passengers‟ rights must be 
recognised and respected. The two Regulations on air passengers' rights, including air passengers with reduced mobility, are strong 
proof that Europe protects its citizens. I will now take firm action to ensure that they are fully complied with”, said Antonio Tajani, 
the European Commission Vice-President responsible for transport. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 2-3, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1880&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en. 
 
Ryanair in Aer Lingus bid 
 
On December 1, 2008 Ryanair offered to buy Irish airline Aer Lingus at € 1.40 per share, in a repeat of a previous attempt at a 
buyout two years ago, which was eventually rejected by the European Commission‟s competition department. Ryanair already owns 
29.8% of the airline, with the Irish government in control of 25% and the employees owning 14%. 
 
 Source: European Voice | December 4, 2008 
 
EU signs aviation agreement with Armenia 
 
The European Union and the Republic of Armenia signed an aviation agreement which will allow all European airlines to fly between 
Armenia and any EU Member State. After three years of negotiation, the agreement was signed by Commissioner Benita Ferrero 
Waldner, responsible for external relations, Jean-Pierre Jouyet, Secretary of State for European Affairs for the French Presidency, 
and Eduard Nalbandyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia in the framework of the EU-Armenia Cooperation Council. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 9, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1917&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en. 
 
EU and Israel sign civil aviation agreement 
 
The European Community and the Government of Israel signed an aviation agreement which will remove nationality restrictions in 
the bilateral air services agreements between EU Member States and Israel. This agreement will allow any EU airline to operate 
flights between any EU Member State and Israel where a bilateral agreement with Israel exists and traffic rights are available. In 
parallel, the EU and Israel started negotiations on a comprehensive aviation agreement. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 9, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1915&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en. 
 

http://www.airtransportnews.aero/analysis.pl?acateg=reports
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1880&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1917&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1915&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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Breakthrough in EU-Canada negotiations on far-reaching aviation agreement 
 
Vice-President Tajani announced a breakthrough in the EU-Canada negotiations on a large aviation agreement. Negotiators from the 
EU and Canada had initialled a comprehensive agreement on air services in line with the conclusions of the EU-Canada summit on 
October 17, 2008. The agreement will be a major step in the opening of markets and investment opportunities. It both completes 
the transatlantic market started with the EU-US first stage aviation agreement, and goes well beyond it. The agreement will 
generate major benefits for both partners' consumers, airlines and broader economies. 
 
 Source: European Commission | December 9, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1914&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en. 
 
EU Parliament body scanners offer ‘virtual strip search’ 
 

 

The European Parliament has eight scanners „on stock‟ that can expose 
body parts if put in use. MEPs recently opposed an attempt by the 
European Commission to allow airports to use this type scanner, already 
in place in British, Dutch, Swiss, US and Australian airports. The decision 
to acquire eight full-body scanners was taken by the European 
Parliament‟s administrative body in 2002, following the Al-Qaeda 
attacks of September 11, 2001, as a measure to protect MEPs and 
visitors, Ms. van den Broeke, spokeswoman for the Parliament‟s 
Secretary-General explained. “They have luckily never been used, but 
could be if the authorities decide to rise the terror alert to code orange 
or red,” she said. 

 
 Source: Die Welt | December 10, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the Die Welt website: http://www.welt.de/english-news/article2856243/Body-

scanners-sit-in-EU-Parliaments-basement.html. 
 
EUROCONTROL and NATO raise awareness on Airspace Security Post 9/11 
 
On December 8-9, 2008 EUROCONTROL and NATO hosted a Conference and Exhibition on airspace security to raise awareness and 
share best practices among national authorities and other stakeholders involved in airspace security matters. Over 180 participants 
from a wide range of organisations including military authorities, civil aviation authorities, airline associations, general aviation, air 
navigation service providers, police and security authorities, NATO commands and international staff, the European Commission, the 
US federal aviation administration and state of Israel Ministry of transport attended the conference. The meeting aimed to identify 
a clear way ahead based on the needs and requirements of the national governmental authorities responsible for airspace and air 
traffic management security. The main objectives of the Conference were to highlight the issues surrounding airspace security, 
identify airspace security requirements and best practices, share experiences and develop common understanding. 
 
 Source: Eurocontrol | December 10, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the Eurocontrol website: 

http://www.eurocontrol.int/corporate/gallery/content/public/docs/pdf/pressreleases/2008/081210_civmil_NATO.pdf. 
 
 

NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn  
 
Britain closer to Euro, Barroso says 
 

 

The global credit crunch sparked a debate about joining the Euro among “people who 
matter in Britain”, European Commission President José Manuel Barroso said. Barroso 
argued that the entry to the Eurozone of some EU Member States who had previously 
strongly opposed the move is “now closer than ever before”. 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/1914&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.welt.de/english-news/article2856243/Body-scanners-sit-in-EU-Parliaments-basement.html
http://www.welt.de/english-news/article2856243/Body-scanners-sit-in-EU-Parliaments-basement.html
http://www.eurocontrol.int/corporate/gallery/content/public/docs/pdf/pressreleases/2008/081210_civmil_NATO.pdf
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 Source: International Herald Tribune | November 30, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the International Herald Tribune website: 

http://www.iht.com/articles/reuters/2008/11/30/business/OUKBS-UK-EUROPE-STERLING.php. 
 
EU Blue Card threatens remittances flows 
 
In October 2008 the European Council adopted a „Pact on Immigration and Asylum‟ which realigns the immigration policy of the EU. 
The connection of legal immigration to the States‟ demand of workers and high-skilled migrants in particular is recognised in the 
pact. Nevertheless, the control and handling of illegal immigration is getting stricter. Therefore, the policy in its current form will 
cause fundamental economical and social impacts for the migrants and their States of origin in Africa, Latin America and Asia. The 
EU is imposing two main instruments: the Blue Card similar to the US Green Card aims to entice high-skilled workers and the Return 
Directive that sets EU-wide standards for sending illegal immigrants back home. The new measures are in the current form expected 
to cause economical and social impacts for both the migrants and their States of origin since the stricter control and the selective 
economic migration policy under the pact will heavily decline the remittances flow. 
 
 Source: Alber & Geiger EU Lobbying News | 4th quarter 2008 
 For further information, please consult the Alber & Geiger website: http://www.albergeiger.com/wp-

content/uploads/2008/10/rz_newsletter_04_08.pdf. 
 
EU rules might hamper card payments 
 
Despite the EU‟s official determination to reduce “inefficient cash payments” across Europe, EU rules allow extra charges to be 
applied to card payments, indirectly supporting the use of cash. As online booking becomes increasingly widespread, so does the 
payment of extra fees for the use of credit or debit cards. But in some cases, the surcharge is applied not on transactions, but on 
items or tickets purchased. The card payment surcharging model is also applied to offline payments. Apart from the harm to 
consumers, the practice has anti-competitive consequences for payment card companies. 
 
 Source: EurActiv | December 1, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EurActiv website: http://www.euractiv.com/en/financial-services/eu-rules-hamper-

card-payments/article-177491. 
 
Final European Commission Report on ‘Industrial Policy and Services’ 
 

 

The Final Report was produced as part of the „Study on Industrial Policy and Services‟ 
commissioned by the European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry, within the 
context of the framework contract on Sector Competitiveness Studies (ENTR/06/054). 
The Report comprises two parts. The first part provides the main background analysis of 
industry-service interactions and cross-cutting policy themes and issues, together with 
the Executive Summary. The second part provides a review of six selected service 
sectors, including the private security sector, that are heavily used by industry, together 
with a synthesis of the main findings from the sectoral analysis. The six sectors examined 
employ around 14.7 million persons in the EU and have total revenues of about € 1,150 
billion. At a rough estimate, € 230 billion represents procurement by manufacturing 
industry in Europe. The Commission is expected to follow up on this Report with further 
consultations with the sectors concerned in 2009. 

 
 Source: European Commission | December 3, 2008 
 To review the Final Report, please consult the European Commission website: 

o Part 1: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/industry/doc/industrial_policy_and_services_Part_1.pdf 
o And Part 2: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/industry/doc/industrial_policy_and_servies_Part_2.pdf. 

 
BusinessEurope adopts position papers on active inclusion and open method of coordination 
 
BusinessEurope adopted two position papers on the European Commission‟s Recommendation on active inclusion and the 
Communication on reinforcement of the open method of coordination on social inclusion and social protection. European companies 
support the Commission‟s approach to set out common principles on active inclusion, to encourage Member States to reform their 

http://www.iht.com/articles/reuters/2008/11/30/business/OUKBS-UK-EUROPE-STERLING.php
http://www.albergeiger.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/10/rz_newsletter_04_08.pdf
http://www.albergeiger.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/10/rz_newsletter_04_08.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/en/financial-services/eu-rules-hamper-card-payments/article-177491
http://www.euractiv.com/en/financial-services/eu-rules-hamper-card-payments/article-177491
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/industry/doc/industrial_policy_and_services_Part_1.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/industry/doc/industrial_policy_and_servies_Part_2.pdf
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social systems, in particular in the areas of sufficient income, access to services and an inclusive labour market. BusinessEurope 
agrees with a streamlining of the open method of coordination, as the appropriate way for Member States to exchange experience 
and information on social inclusion and social protection. European companies are fully committed to mobilising the full potential of 
the labour market, which is one of the aims of current social partner negotiations on a framework agreement on inclusive labour 
markets. 
 
 Source: BusinessEurope | December 3, 2008 
 To review BusinessEurope‟s position paper regarding active inclusion, please consult the BusinessEurope website: 

http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/NGMLOHNCDBIINIIHNJMJAKGNPDBW9DP6TG9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02379-E.pdf. 
 To review BusinessEurope‟s position paper regarding social inclusion and social protection, please consult the BusinessEurope 

website: http://212.3.246.117/docs/2/NGMLOHNCDBIINIIHNJMJAKGNPDBW9DP6TW9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02378-E.pdf. 
 
Barroso to create new Energy Directorate 
 

 

With energy and climate change set to dominate the EU agenda in the coming years, the 
European Commission is to create a new Energy Directorate-General from November 1, 
2009 at the latest. The decision – an initiative by Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso – will see senior EU official Claude Chêne chair a “task force” to make detailed 
proposals for the scope and structure of the new DG by May 1, 2009. The new Directorate 
is expected to be around 400 to 500-man strong and have its own communication, 
external relations and personnel units. Energy is currently handled in the hybrid „Energy 
and Transport‟ DG, which serves both Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs and Transport 
Commissioner Antonio Tajani. 
 
 Source: EUobserver | December 3, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: 

http://euobserver.com/18/27226. 
 
Macedonia name dispute harms EU credibility 
 
Macedonia is ready to start accession talks with the EU and the fact that a 17-year old dispute with Greece over its name is 
hindering the process harms not just Skopje, but the EU‟s credibility as well, Macedonian foreign Minister Antonio Milososki said. 
This name issue has been “misused by one EU member country,” and this fact is “to a certain extent taking hostage the credibility 
of the EU” when it comes to establishing and promoting objective membership criteria. 
 
 Source: EUobserver | December 9, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/27255/?rk=1. 
 
Czechs postpone Lisbon Treaty vote to 2009 
 
On December 9, 2008 Czech MPs decided to postpone voting on the Lisbon Treaty, putting paid to hopes that they would ratify the 
controversial Treaty before they adopt the rotating EU Presidency on January 1, 2009. Czech Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek in 
theory gained a stronger mandate to ratify the Treaty in the Czech Parliament and could have put it to vote had he so wished. 
However, during the extraordinary meeting of Parliament on December 9, 2008, initiated by the Czech opposition, Topolanek 
instead led his Civic Democrat (ODS) party to postpone the debate on the Treaty, which will now take place on February 3, 2009. 
 
 Source: Prague Daily Monitor | December 10, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the Prague Daily Monitor website: http://praguemonitor.com/2008/12/10/czech-mps-

adjourn-lisbon-treaty-ratification-until-february. 
 
Joint letter sent to MEPs on Working Time Directive 
 
On December 10, 2008 BusinessEurope, CEEP, UEAPME and EUROCHAMBRES sent a joint letter to MEPs who will vote on the revision 
of the Working Time Directive on December 17, 2008. Companies ask MEPs to support the agreement reached in the Council earlier 
this year. In the present economic climate, it is particularly important not to delete the opt-out which allows companies and 
workers to derogate from the rule of a maximum working time of 48 hours per week. European companies and employers are also 

http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/NGMLOHNCDBIINIIHNJMJAKGNPDBW9DP6TG9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02379-E.pdf
http://212.3.246.117/docs/2/NGMLOHNCDBIINIIHNJMJAKGNPDBW9DP6TW9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02378-E.pdf
http://euobserver.com/18/27226
http://euobserver.com/9/27255/?rk=1
http://praguemonitor.com/2008/12/10/czech-mps-adjourn-lisbon-treaty-ratification-until-february
http://praguemonitor.com/2008/12/10/czech-mps-adjourn-lisbon-treaty-ratification-until-february
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concerned that the entire period of on-call time will count as working time. This would hamper the effective provision of key public 
services across the EU, as well as having negative consequences on a number of private sectors. 
 
 Source: BusinessEurope | December 10, 2008 
 To review the joint letter, please consult the BusinessEurope website: 

http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/MANBCFHDPOLBPNGNIBPKFOOFPDBW9DPK2K9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02454-E.pdf. 
 
Energy and climate change shape EU security strategy 
 

 

Climate change and energy security, as well as cybercrime and piracy are new threats 
identified in the renewed European security strategy adopted at the EU Summit on 
December 11-12, 2008. The bloc‟s security strategy update, Providing security in a 
changing world, an 18 page-long document, sets out the old and new threats the EU is 
facing and the plans to reinforce capabilities and administrative structures in response. 
Part of the priorities set out by the French EU Presidency to enhance the European 
security and defence policy (ESDP), the strategy has a certain sense of urgency compared 
to the 2003 version, A secure Europe in a better world. 

 
 Source: EUobserver | December 10, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/27275. 
 
Iceland preparing EU entry bid 
 
The European Commission is „mentally preparing‟ for a possible application for EU membership by Iceland as early as next year, 
Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn said. 
 
 Source: BBC News | December 11, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the BBC News website: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7778195.stm. 
 
EU Summit gives into Irish demands on Lisbon Treaty 
 
On the first day of the European Council (December 11, 2008), EU leaders agreed on a package of Irish demands which pave the way 
for a second referendum on the Lisbon Treaty in Ireland, which will most probably be held in October 2009. Under the compromise 
text, all EU countries are expected to keep their Commissioner. Ireland will receive legal guarantees on taxation policy, social and 
ethical issues and the Common Security Defence Policy (CFSP), with regard to Ireland‟s traditional policy of neutrality among other 
provisions. 
 
 Source: EurActiv | December 12, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EurActiv website: http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/eu-summit-gives-irish-

demands-lisbon-treaty/article-178004. 
 
Montenegro files EU membership application 
 
On December 15, 2008 Montenegro presented its official application for EU membership to current EU President Nicolas Sarkozy, 
hoping to win EU candidate country status some time next year. EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn welcomed the country‟s 
move saying: “Today, Montenegro has reached a historical milestone marking the country‟s important engagement to common 
European values and fundamentals.” 
 
 Source: EUobserver | December 15, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/27301/?rk=1. 
 

http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/MANBCFHDPOLBPNGNIBPKFOOFPDBW9DPK2K9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02454-E.pdf
http://euobserver.com/9/27275
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7778195.stm
http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/eu-summit-gives-irish-demands-lisbon-treaty/article-178004
http://www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/eu-summit-gives-irish-demands-lisbon-treaty/article-178004
http://euobserver.com/9/27301/?rk=1
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G4S and UNI sign Global Agreement 
 

 

G4S and UNI, the global union federation (UNI-Europa is CoESS‟ social counterpart in 
the Sectoral Social Dialogue), announced on December 15, 2008 that they have 
reached agreement on an Ethical Employment Partnership, which will drive 
improvements in employment standards across the global security industry while 
helping to ensure that employee and union rights are respected throughout the 
company. The agreement takes into account G4S‟s unique geographic footprint and is 
expected to play an important role in raising standards across the developing markets 
in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and South America, which account for over two thirds 
of the Group‟s 570,000 employees. 

 Source: UNI Global Union | December 15, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the UNI Global Union website: 

http://www.uniglobalunion.org/unipropertyn.nsf/7f9bc1ab9d900747c1257044004ba821/ad498745d9ebb759c1257521002db0cf?O
penDocument. 

 
Sarkozy pleads for Europe of nations 
 

 

On December 16, 2008 outgoing EU President Nicolas Sarkozy pleaded for a Europe 
built on strong states as opposed to a federal Europe, arguing that all countries within 
the EU had the same rights, but maybe not the same responsibilities. “We shall not 
build Europe without the nation states. As European as you may be, Europe is not the 
enemy of nations,” Sarkozy told MEPs gathered for a plenary session in Strasbourg. 

 
 Source: EUobserver | December 16, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/27307/?rk=1. 
 
European Parliament approves opening of defence market 
 

 

On December 16, 2008 the EU moved one step closer to a single market in the area of 
defence, with the European Parliament approving a Commission proposal aimed at 
harmonising and simplifying national rules in this area. “Today‟s approval brings us a 
decisive step forward towards setting up a true European defence equipment 
market,” Günter Verheugen, EU Commissioner responsible for Enterprise and Industry 
and one of the initiators of this Directive said after the vote. 

 
 Source: European Parliament | December 16, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the European Parliament website: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/054-44605-350-12-51-909-20081216IPR44603-15-12-2008-2008-
false/default_en.htm. 

 
Implementation of the European Autonomous Framework Agreement on work-related stress 
 
On December 15, 2008, in the presence of Commissioner Špidla, BusinessEurope, ETUC, CEEP and UEAPME presented a joint report 
on the implementation of the Autonomous Framework Agreement on work-related stress. The Agreement was negotiated in 2004 
and places responsibilities on employers and workers to identify, prevent and manage problems of work-related stress. The report 
highlights the successful implementation by social partners at national level. 
 
 Source: BusinessEurope | December 17, 2008 
 To review the joint report, please consult the BusinessEurope website: 

http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/KLMLBLLAIPNOCNMCJBEOIGKGPDBW9DPK719LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02495-E.pdf. 
 

http://www.uniglobalunion.org/unipropertyn.nsf/7f9bc1ab9d900747c1257044004ba821/ad498745d9ebb759c1257521002db0cf?OpenDocument
http://www.uniglobalunion.org/unipropertyn.nsf/7f9bc1ab9d900747c1257044004ba821/ad498745d9ebb759c1257521002db0cf?OpenDocument
http://euobserver.com/9/27307/?rk=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/054-44605-350-12-51-909-20081216IPR44603-15-12-2008-2008-false/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/054-44605-350-12-51-909-20081216IPR44603-15-12-2008-2008-false/default_en.htm
http://212.3.246.117/docs/1/KLMLBLLAIPNOCNMCJBEOIGKGPDBW9DPK719LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2008-02495-E.pdf
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Czech Presidency Guide 
 
The Parliament Magazine ends 2008 with its traditional review of the upcoming EU Presidency. In its special Czech EU Presidency 
issue, Europe Minister Alexandr Vondra sets out Prague‟s priorities, highlighting the country‟s focus on economy, energy and Europe 
in the world. Vondra writes that the Czech Republic‟s Presidency will endeavour to make full use of Europe‟s economic, human and 
cultural potential as it strives to match its Presidency motto of a „Europe without barriers‟. 
 
 Source: The Parliament Magazine | December 17, 2008 
 To review the Czech EU Presidency issue, please consult the The Parliament Magazine website: http://www.e-

pages.dk/dods/81/?utm_source=The+Parliament+Magazine+Newsletter+master+list&utm_campaign=336204511c-
Czech_Presidency_Guide_12_17_2008&utm_medium=email. 

 
Turkey EU accession talks inch forward 
 

 

On December 19, 2008, the European Union agreed to open talks on two policy areas 
of Turkey‟s 35-chapter accession package, bringing the overall number of chapters 
open to ten. Turkey, for its part, urged the 27-nation bloc to pressure Greece over 
the divided island of Cyprus. 

 
 Source: EUobserver | December 19, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/9/27324/?rk=1. 
 
Supply chain industry stakeholders call for common standards 
 
A bewildering array of new national requirements has emerged threatening the flow and cost of international trade, participants 
were told during a World Customs Organisation (WCO) conference on December 4-5, 2008. The changes come as customs authorities 
are evolving from their traditional role as „gatekeeper‟ and revenue-generators to facilitating trade and combating organised crime, 
smuggling, counterfeiting and terrorism. WCO developed its SAFE framework of standards to secure and facilitate the movement of 
global trade. Until now, WCO has functioned as a coordinating body and as a forum for sharing best practices; however, there is now 
a growing consensus in favour of a stronger WCO structure and leadership in customs processes to minimise unilateral and bilateral 
regulations. The immediate goals would be to secure mutual recognition of AEOs (Authorised Economic Operators) and supply chain 
standards, ensure that the ballooning costs of supply-chain security are in proportion to benefits, and accelerate the adoption of 
the evolving SAFE framework. 
 
 Source: World Customs Organisation (WCO) | December 29, 2008 
 For further information, please consult the WCO website: http://www.wcoomd.org/event_factsheet.htm. 
 
 

FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthheessee  ttooppiiccss,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  SSeeccrreettaarriiaatt  
 
 Telephone: +32 2 462 07 73 
 E-mail: apeg-bvbo@i-b-s.be or lvs@i-b-s.be 
 For general information on CoESS, please consult the CoESS website: http://www.coess.eu 
 
 

 

http://www.e-pages.dk/dods/81/?utm_source=The+Parliament+Magazine+Newsletter+master+list&utm_campaign=336204511c-Czech_Presidency_Guide_12_17_2008&utm_medium=email
http://www.e-pages.dk/dods/81/?utm_source=The+Parliament+Magazine+Newsletter+master+list&utm_campaign=336204511c-Czech_Presidency_Guide_12_17_2008&utm_medium=email
http://www.e-pages.dk/dods/81/?utm_source=The+Parliament+Magazine+Newsletter+master+list&utm_campaign=336204511c-Czech_Presidency_Guide_12_17_2008&utm_medium=email
http://euobserver.com/9/27324/?rk=1
http://www.wcoomd.org/event_factsheet.htm
mailto:apeg-bvbo@i-b-s.be
mailto:lvs@i-b-s.be
http://www.coess.eu/
http://www.coess.eu/
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The CoESS team wishes you a very 

Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year! 

~ 

All the best for 2009! 

 


