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 ¶ NV (Dutch CoESS member) reports: Towards a new collective agreement 
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¶ Thematic Liaison Forum Meeting – December 12, 2011 (Brussels, Belgium) 
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 ¶ CoESS Working Committee Maritime Security – December 5, 2011 (Wemmel, Belgium) 
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 ¶ European Commission welcomes agreement on Siberian overflights 

¶ “Better Airports” package launched 

¶ Annual analyses of the EU air transport market 2010 
 

 

News from the European Union 

 ¶ EU launches trade negotiations with Georgia and Moldova 

¶ Standing ovation for Croatia’s 2013 EU accession 

¶ UK left out as 26 EU countries to draft new Treaty 

¶ UK SIA licence and ACS fees reduced 

¶ Vice-President Siim Kallas welcomes the outcome of the Transport Council 

¶ Fight against piracy: Council launches EU action to strengthen maritime capacities in the Horn of Africa 

¶ Third meeting of the Accession Conference with Iceland at Ministerial level 

¶ Montenegro’s accession process launched by the European Council 

¶ EU Ministers agree to share passenger data with the US 

¶ November 2011 – Euro area annual inflation stable at 3.0%, EU stable at 3.4% 

¶ MEPs call for review of EU counter-terrorism policies 

¶ Border security: ‘Connecting the dots’ in border surveillance 

¶ New database on transnational company agreements 

¶ Liechtenstein is now part of the Schengen area 

¶ Modernising the Professional Qualifications Directive will make it easier for professionals to find skilled jobs across 
Europe 

¶ Review of the Payment Services Directive 

¶ Modernising European public procurement to support growth and employment 

¶ Revision of the EU Civil Protection legislation: delivering more effective disaster management 

¶ Euro notes and coins – 10 years on 
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NV (Dutch CoESS member) reports: Towards a new collective agreement 

 

 

The Dutch private security association, Nederlandse Veiligheidsbranche (NV), 
active member of CoESS, reports that an agreement in principle has been 
concluded for a collective agreement from January 1, 2012 until June 30, 2012. 
On December 20, 2011 NV and the trade union organisations, FNV 
Bondgenoten, De Unie Security and CNV Dienstenbond, signed the agreement 

subject to approval. The collective agreement will comprise new agreements on working time and premiums 
and an entirely new set-up of the collective agreement. The agreement is hoped to be concluded on July 1, 
2012, after which companies will be able to adjust their operational systems. Entry into force is foreseen for 
January 1, 2013. 
 

¶ Source: Nederlandse Veiligheidsbranche (NV) | December 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the NV website (in Dutch): www.veiligheidsbranche.nl. 
 
BSIA (UK CoESS member) reports: Business Crime Conference highlights importance of collaborative 
approach to crime-fighting 
 

 

Closer police and industry partnership to fight business crime and deliver effective 
Olympic security were some of the themes that delegates were treated to at the 
inaugural Business Crime Conference held in Surrey on November 30, 2011. The 
event, organised by the British Security Industry Association (BSIA), active member of  

CoESS, in partnership with Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire, Kent and Thames Valley police forces, and in conjunction 
with the Federation of Small Businesses, aimed at providing advice and guidance to key decision-makers from a 
range of industries and business sectors, including local authorities, retailers, blue chip companies, SMEs, 
health authorities, facilities managers, consultants and the police. James Kelly, Chief Executive of the BSIA, 
chaired the event and said: “The first Business Crime Conference was a great success and gave delegates a 
deeper understanding of the many security challenges businesses face in today’s environment.” 
 

¶ Source: British Security Industry Association (BSIA) | December 8, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the BSIA website: http://www.bsia.co.uk/bsia-members-
area/human-resources-advice/latest-news-from-the-bsia/success-business-crime-conference-bsia. 

 
ESTA Annual Conference 2012 
 

 

The Annual Conference 2012 of the European Security Transport Association 
(ESTA), corresponding member of CoESS, will take place in the Sheraton 
Bratislava Hotel in Slovakia from June 10-12, 2012. The ESTA Board of 
Directors is currently drawing up the two-day programme. The main topics on 
the agenda will be: European cash cycle models, EU legislation challenging the 
CIT industry and security issues. Online registration opens at the end of 
January on www.esta-cash.eu. 

 

http://www.veiligheidsbranche.nl/
http://www.bsia.co.uk/bsia-members-area/human-resources-advice/latest-news-from-the-bsia/success-business-crime-conference-bsia
http://www.bsia.co.uk/bsia-members-area/human-resources-advice/latest-news-from-the-bsia/success-business-crime-conference-bsia
http://www.esta-cash.eu/
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¶ Source: European Security Transport Association (ESTA) | December 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the ESTA website: www.esta-cash.eu. 
 
Thematic Liaison Forum Meeting ς December 12, 2011 (Brussels, Belgium) 
 
On December 12, 2011 CoESS actively participated in the Thematic Liaison Forum Meeting, organised by the 
Directorate-General Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion of the European Commission. This full-day 
meeting looked into the following topics: European Social Dialogue and ‘capacity-building’, promoting capacity-
building of social partners in new EU Member States (sectoral and plurisectoral approaches), overview of 
projects funded on capacity-building at national level co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF), and a 
round table discussion to identify the conditions for an effective contribution by European social partners to 
European Social Dialogue and ways in which improvements can be achieved. 
 

 

News from the CoESS Working Committees 

 

CoESS Working Committee Maritime Security ς December 5, 2011 (Wemmel, Belgium) 
 
On December 5, 2011 the members of the CoESS Working Committee Maritime Security met in the CoESS 
Offices in Wemmel, Belgium. The Working Committee discussed current topics and projects and produced a 
Working Programme for 2012 covering the following priorities: new CEN project (CEN/TC 417) ‘Standard for 
Ship, Port and Maritime-related Security Services’, Maritime Training Programme (ISPS Code) – 2012 LLP Call 
for Proposals, piracy and counter-piracy measures, security and safety, workshop on stowaways in harbours 
and other topics. 
 

¶ The minutes of the CoESS Working Committee Maritime Security of December 5, 2011 are available on the 
CoESS intranet. Please note that you will have to login to be able to consult this document. In case you 
experience any difficulties logging in, please contact the CoESS General Secretariat. 

 

 

News from ASSA-I – Aviation Security Services Association International 

 

European Commission welcomes agreement on Siberian overflights 
 

 

The European Commission and the Russian government have agreed to 
modernise the system of Siberian overflight payments. From January 1, 2014, 
any charges EU airlines have to pay for flying over Russian territory will be 
cost-related and transparent. They will not discriminate between airlines. 
The agreement is set out in an exchange of letters between Russian 
Economic Development Minister Ms. Elvira Nabiullina, on the Russian side, 
and Vice-President Siim Kallas and EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht  

for the European Commission. The agreement will enter into force on January 1, 2012 after the WTO 
Ministerial Conference has given its green light to Russia’s WTO accession. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 1, 2011 

http://www.esta-cash.eu/
http://www.coess.eu/?pg=login&Flag=&SectionKey=&CatID=73&PathInfo=%2F%3FCategoryID%3D73
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¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1490. 

 
ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘǎέ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ  
 
The European Commission announced a comprehensive package of measures to help increase the capacity of 
Europe’s airports, reduce delays and improve the quality of services offered to passengers. The measures 
address the quality of services passengers and airlines receive on the ground before they take off and after 
they land (for example, baggage handling, check-in, refuelling), the transparency of decisions on airport noise, 
as well as the efficiency of the complex network of take-off and landing slots that make up every journey. The 
package consists of a policy summary document and three legislative measures, on slots, ground-handling and 
noise. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 1, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1484. 

 
Annual analyses of the EU air transport market 2010 
 

 

On December 21, 2011 the European Commission published its annual 
analyses of the EU air transport market in 2010. The study focuses on a factual 
analysis of how and why European air transport has evolved in relation to 
other global regions, seeking the factors behind changes in trends and policies 
as well as their consequences. It draws out the economic, regulatory and 
policy implications of aviation developments in 2010 in relation to the 
European air transport industry and its competitiveness in a global context. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 21, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission 
website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air/observatory_market/doc/annual-
2010.pdf. 

 

 

News from the European Union 

 

EU launches trade negotiations with Georgia and Moldova 
 
The EU decided to launch negotiations on a deep and comprehensive free trade area with Georgia and 
Moldova in order to boost economic growth and investment with the Eastern European partners. The 
negotiations will tackle a broad range of trade and economic issues so as to achieve a closer economic 
integration with the EU. These free trade areas will be part of the Association Agreement, under negotiation 
with Georgia and Moldova since July 2010 and January 2010, respectively, in the framework of the Eastern 
Partnership and the European Neighbourhood Policy. The EU aims to enhance political stability and security in 
these two countries by means of closer economic integration with the EU. The free trade areas are expected to 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1490
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1484
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air/observatory_market/doc/annual-2010.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air/observatory_market/doc/annual-2010.pdf
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diversify and strengthen Georgia and Moldova’s export capacity and effectively open the EU market of 500 
million consumers. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 5, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1504. 

 
Standing oǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ǊƻŀǘƛŀΩǎ нлмо 9¦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
 

 

The Treaty of Accession of Croatia to the European Union was signed on 
December 9, 2011 at the European Council in Brussels, Belgium. The signature 
marks the successful end to six-years of negotiations and represents one of the 
final milestones in the country’s road to EU Membership. President Jose 
Manuel Barroso noted at this historic occasion: “Today’s signature of the 
Accession Treaty is an outstanding moment for the European Union and for 
Croatia” and added that “Croatia is the best proof of how strong and successful  

the transformative power of the enlargement policy can be”. Croatia applied for EU membership in 2003, 
became a candidate country in 2004, and started accession negotiations in October 2005. The negotiations 
were successfully concluded on June 30 this year. Croatia is foreseen to hold a referendum in early 2012, 
subject to the ratification, of the Accession Treaty by all 27 Member States. Croatia will join the European 
Union on July 1, 2013 as the 28

th
 Member State. 

 

¶ Source: European Commission and European Voice | December 9, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/11/869 and the European Voice 
website: http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/eu-leaders-prepare-to-re-open-lisbon-
treaty/72861.aspx. 

 
UK left out as 26 EU countries to draft new Treaty 
 

 

A group of 26 EU Member States is to forge ahead with an intergovernmental 
agreement on tightening economic governance in the Eurozone, following a 
stormy Summit in Brussels that saw the UK sidelined after it overplayed its 
hand. All 17 Euro countries as well as nine of the non-Euro countries said they 
will make a pact outside the current EU Treaty, although the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Sweden, Denmark and Bulgaria say they need to seek parliamentary  

approval of the move first. Only the UK has refused to join. “We would have preferred unanimous agreement,” 
said European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, adding that as this was not possible “this was the 
only option left.” “This does not mean the EU Institutions will not have a role,” he added on the question of 
whether the new EU17+ will be allowed to use EU27-level Institutions, making reference to legal advice from 
the Commission's own department. The new arrangement is likely to throw up a series of unpredictable 
political and legal problems which will emerge as the intergovernmental text is drafted in time for the EU 
leaders’ Spring Summit in March 2012. 
 

¶ Source: EUobserver | December 9, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/843/114563. 
  

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1504
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/11/869
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/eu-leaders-prepare-to-re-open-lisbon-treaty/72861.aspx
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/eu-leaders-prepare-to-re-open-lisbon-treaty/72861.aspx
http://euobserver.com/843/114563
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UK SIA licence and ACS fees reduced 
 
The UK Security Industry Authority (SIA) is reducing its charges to individuals and businesses from next month 
as part of its commitment to driving down costs. From January 1, 2012 individual licences for all sectors will be 
reduced from £245 to £220. The reduction applies to both new applicants and those renewing existing licences. 
Licence holders applying for a discounted second licence after this date will pay 50% of the new reduced fee. 
Annual charges to businesses for membership of the Approved Contractor Scheme will also be reduced from 
£17 to £15 per employee. Current fee levels have been held since 2007 and the SIA has been able to reduce the 
costs further as a result of both Government austerity measures and continuing improvements to working 
practices. The reductions will save the industry £3m over the coming year. 
 

¶ Source: UK Security Industry Authority (SIA) | December 9, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the UK SIA website: 
http://www.sia.homeoffice.gov.uk/Pages/about-news.aspx?newsID=291. 

 
Vice-President Siim Kallas welcomes the outcome of the Transport Council 
 
The EU’s Council of Transport Ministers met on December 12, 2011 in Brussels under the Polish Presidency. The 
European Commission was represented by Vice-President Siim Kallas, responsible for Transport and Mobility. 
The main agreements reached during the Council included the recast of the first railway package, progress 
towards an agreement on tachographs, the minimum level of training for seafarers and the Guidelines for the 
development of the Trans-European Transport Network. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 12, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1530. 

 
Fight against piracy: Council launches EU action to strengthen maritime capacities in the Horn of Africa 
 
The Council approved the concept for a new Common Security and Defence Policy mission to support regional 
maritime capacity building in the Horn of Africa and Western Indian Ocean states. The mission is part of the 
EU’s comprehensive approach to fight piracy and instability in the region. Its objective is to strengthen the 
capacity of states in the region to effectively govern their territorial waters and to reinforce their capacity to 
fight piracy. The new mission has two main tasks: strengthening the sea-going maritime capacities in the 
countries in the region (with the exception of Somalia) and, in Somalia, the training of a coastal police force as 
well as the training and protection of judges. Specific activities to execute those tasks are to give expert advice 
on legal, policy and operational matters concerning maritime security; coast guard training to develop the 
ability to enforce laws on the sea; and procurement of the necessary equipment. Support will be offered to 
Djibouti, Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, the Seychelles, Mauritius and Yemen as well as to Somalia, in 
particular to the regions of Puntland, Somaliland and Galmudug. Training is to take place both in the Djibouti 
regional training centre as well as in the countries concerned. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 12, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=PRES/11/480. 

 
  

http://www.sia.homeoffice.gov.uk/Pages/about-news.aspx?newsID=291
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1530
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=PRES/11/480
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Third meeting of the Accession Conference with Iceland at Ministerial level 
 
Iceland opened five policy chapters in its membership talks with the EU and closed four. This brings to 11, out 
of 33, the number of chapters on which talks have begun. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 12, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=PRES/11/448. 

 
aƻƴǘŜƴŜƎǊƻΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ European Council 
 

 

The European Commission has already started to prepare the negotiating framework with 
Montenegro as well as the preparatory work for an early opening of the chapters covering 
rule of law, judiciary and fundamental rights, as requested by the European Council. The 
Commission will continue assisting the country in its efforts and will present, as requested 
by the European Council, a report on the progress achieved by Montenegro in these areas in  

the first half of 2012. The decision of the European Council with a view to opening of the accession 
negotiations with Montenegro in June 2012 is a clear recognition of the progress the country has made over 
the five years of its independence, and in particular since last December 2010 when it was granted EU 
Candidate status. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 13, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/press_corner/whatsnew/news/111212_en.htm. 

 
EU Ministers agree to share passenger data with the US 
 

 

EU Home Affairs Ministers gave the go-ahead to a controversial agreement 
between the EU and the US on passenger data records, sparking some 
criticism in the European Parliament which is now set to consider the deal. 
The deal allows US authorities to access and store data, including credit card 
numbers, of passengers flying to the United States. Despite privacy concerns 
from Germany, EU ministers gave the green light to the agreement. Passenger 
name record (PRN) transfers are currently taking place under a 2007  

agreement that is being applied provisionally because the European Parliament decided not to give its consent 
until its data protection concerns were met. If the Parliament does not approve the new agreement, it will have 
to be renegotiated again. 
 

¶ Source: EurActiv | December 14, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the EurActiv website: http://www.euractiv.com/infosociety/eu-
ministers-agree-share-passenger-data-us-news-509712. 

 
November 2011 ς Euro area annual inflation stable at 3.0%, EU stable at 3.4%  
 
Euro area annual inflation was 3.0% in November 2011, unchanged compared with October. A year earlier, the 
rate was 1.9%. Monthly inflation was 0.1% in November 2011. EU annual inflation was 3.4% in November 2011, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=PRES/11/448
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/press_corner/whatsnew/news/111212_en.htm
http://www.euractiv.com/infosociety/eu-ministers-agree-share-passenger-data-us-news-509712
http://www.euractiv.com/infosociety/eu-ministers-agree-share-passenger-data-us-news-509712
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unchanged compared with October. A year earlier, the rate was 2.3%. Monthly inflation was 0.2% in November 
2011. These figures come from Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. 

¶ Source: Eurostat | December 15, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the Eurostat website: 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/2-15122011-AP/EN/2-15122011-AP-EN.PDF. 

 
MEPs call for review of EU counter-terrorism policies 
 

 

The European Parliament called on Member States to submit reports on the 
cost-efficiency of their counter-terrorism measures and their impact on civil 
liberties, with the European Commission set to produce an EU-wide 
evaluation. The cost-efficiency report should include spending for online 
snooping, data protection measures, funding of counter-terrorism and 
relevant EU expenditures set in place since 2001, such as the appointment of  

an EU anti-terrorism research coordinator and his staff. Private sector-related costs, for instance of 
telecommunication companies having to store all details of phone conversations, text messages and e-mails of 
their customers for up to two years, are to be included. The gains that businesses have made in the new 
market are also to be covered by the count. The text was adopted with 307 votes in favour, 259 against and 54 
abstentions. 
 

¶ Source: EUobserver | December 15, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the EUobserver website: http://euobserver.com/22/114636. 
 
Border securityΥ Ψ/onnecting the dotsΩ in border surveillance 
 
The European Commission proposed a new European Border Surveillance System (EuroSur) to prevent or 
detect serious cross-border crime at the Schengen area’s external borders by improving coordination between 
national border agencies. The proposed Regulation requires the backing of Member States and MEPs. The 
Commission hopes to launch the system in October 2013 and projects costs of € 338 million in 2011-2020. 
 

¶ Source: European Voice | December 15, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1528. 

 
New database on transnational company agreements 
 

 

The new database on transnational company agreements gives online access 
to 215 texts concluded in 138 companies employing together over 10 million 
employees via relevant search criteria. Transnational company agreements 
result from negotiations at corporate level between management and 
workers’ organisations covering situations located in the different countries 
where the European/multinational company operates or which are affected by 
its decisions. These agreements deal with restructuring, reorganisation and  

anticipative measures, as well as with employment policy, mobility and training. They also address corporate 
policies on health and safety at work, working conditions, equal opportunities or other issues. They count 
amongst the most innovative actions in developing corporate social responsibility. They are an effective tool for 
promoting the respect of fundamental rights in multinational companies and among their stakeholders. This 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_PUBLIC/2-15122011-AP/EN/2-15122011-AP-EN.PDF
http://euobserver.com/22/114636
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1528
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database will help foster transparency and disseminate best practice in this area. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 16, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=1141&furtherNews=yes. 

 
Liechtenstein is now part of the Schengen area 
 

 

As of December 19, 2011, Liechtenstein is the latest country to become a 
Member of the Schengen area, the zone without controls at internal borders. 
Over 400 million Europeans from 26 European countries now enjoy passport-
free travel across the Schengen area. Liechtenstein signed a Schengen 
association agreement with the European Union on February 28, 2008, the 
first step towards accession to the Schengen area. The decision on lifting 
internal border controls was made by the Council of the European Union on 
December 13, 2011, after consulting the European Parliament and following  

an evaluation in the relevant areas (police cooperation, the Schengen Information System (SIS) and data 
protection) of the country’s readiness for the full implementation of the Schengen rules. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 19, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1566. 

 
Modernising the Professional Qualifications Directive will make it easier for professionals to find skilled jobs 
across Europe 
 
As the working age population in many EU Member States shrinks, demand for highly skilled people between 
now and 2020 is projected to rise by over 16 million jobs. If Europe is to meet this demand, gaps in labour 
shortages need to be filled – for example through mobile and well qualified professionals from other EU 
Member States. They can be a key source of growth, but only if they can easily go to where jobs are and this 
requires their qualifications in the EU to be recognised in a fast, simple and reliable way. That is why the 
Commission adopted a proposal for modernising the Professional Qualifications Directive (Directive 
2005/36/EC). The proposal aims at simplifying rules for the mobility of professionals within the EU by offering a 
European Professional Card to all interested professions which would allow easier and faster recognition of 
qualifications. It also clarifies the framework for consumers, by inviting Member States to review the scope of 
their regulated professions and by addressing public concerns about language skills and the lack of effective 
alerts about professional malpractice, notably in the health sector. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 19, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1562. 

 
Review of the Payment Services Directive 
 
The Payment Services Directive is coming up for review on November 1, 2012. The European Commission 
recently published its roadmap in which it outlines the possibility of extending the scope of the Director to: 
payment transactions not yet covered and revise the Directive in order to encompass low value payment 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=1141&furtherNews=yes
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1566
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1562
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instruments and electronic money. The Commission is also considering reducing the number of payment 
transactions currently explicitly excluded from this Directive. Once the review is finalised, stakeholders and 
experts in the area of payments will be consulted on their proposals for changes. 
 

¶ Source: European Security Transport Association (ESTA) | Newsletter No. 66 

¶ For further information, please consult the ESTA website: www.esta-cash.eu. 
 
Modernising European public procurement to support growth and employment 
 
Each year, public authorities spend 18% of GDP on goods, services and works. Given the current budgetary 
restrictions and economic difficulties in most EU Member States, public procurement policy must, more than 
ever, ensure the optimal use of funds in order foster growth and job creation and thereby help to achieve the 
objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy. The revision of the Public Procurement Directives announced by the 
Commission is part of an overall programme to thoroughly modernise public tendering in the European Union. 
This programme also includes a Directive on concessions, which until now have been only partially regulated at 
European level and present specific features which justify a separate text, while maintaining consistency with 
the general reform. Flexible, simple instruments are needed which allow public authorities and their suppliers 
to conclude transparent, competitive contracts as easily as possible and at the best value for money. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 20, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1580. 

 
Revision of the EU Civil Protection legislation: delivering more effective disaster management 
 
The European Commission proposed legislation to strengthen European cooperation in civil protection which 
will provide a more efficient, effective and rapid response to disasters as well as enhanced prevention and 
preparedness actions. The proposals will allow Europe to move beyond the current system of ad hoc 
coordination to one where assistance is pre-planned and where delivery can be guaranteed wherever a 
disaster strikes. To manage the new arrangements an Emergency Response Centre (ERC) will be established, 
providing a round-the-clock service delivering more effective EU coordination when disasters hit and ensuring 
that Member States remain fully informed at all times so as to improve the delivery of help. The European 
Commission also wants to encourage greater cooperation on the advance planning of European disaster-
response operations by, among other measures, mapping Member States’ assets, drawing up contingency 
plans as well as improving risk management planning. It will look at providing funding to fill any identified gaps 
and proposes to increase investment in joint training and cross-border exercises. Transport arrangements will 
also be streamlined to guarantee the immediate deployment of EU assistance. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 20, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1564. 

 
  

http://www.esta-cash.eu/
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1580
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1564
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Euro notes and coins ς 10 years on 
 

 

January 1, 2002 marked the introduction of Euro notes and coins in the 
European Union, ushering in an unprecedented alignment of monetary 
policies and closer cooperation between countries of the Euro area. Whilst 
the Euro and Economic and Monetary Union provided a sound basis for 
economic progress, the banking crisis of 2008 and its consequences have 
tested the system to the full. The success of the Euro has proven to be 
dependent on sound and sustainable public finances and robust 
macroeconomic policies. The basis for recovery already exists with the  

recently strengthened EU rules on economic governance and surveillance. It is being further reinforced through 
a ‘Fiscal Compact’ agreed by EU leaders in the pursuit of budgetary discipline and reinforced economic policy 
coordination and governance throughout the Eurozone. In the pre-crisis period, the Euro area as a whole 
benefitted from macroeconomic stability with stable inflation, low interest rates, an exceptionally long period 
of economic growth and a stronger internal market. The 332 million people who use the Euro no longer have to 
pay extra costs to exchange currencies and there is more transparency in cross-border transactions, enabling 
consumers to compare prices between one Eurozone country and another. 
 

¶ Source: European Commission | December 22, 2011 

¶ For further information, please consult the European Commission website: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1596. 

 

 

Questions? 

 

For further information about one or more of these topics, please contact the CoESS General Secretariat: 

¶ Telephone: +32 2 462 07 73 

¶ E-mail: apeg-bvbo@i-b-s.be or lvs@i-b-s.be and web: www.coess.eu 
  

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1596
mailto:apeg-bvbo@i-b-s.be
mailto:lvs@i-b-s.be
http://www.coess.eu/
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The CoESS team wishes you a splendid 
New Year and all the best for 2012! 

 
Hilde ð Sema ð Leen 

 
 

 
 


